SUNDAY MASS

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with
shouts of joy!

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 89.

RESPONSE:
[ will sing forever of your mercies, O Lord.

1. I will sing forever of your mercies, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.
Ihave declared your mercy is established forever;
your fidelity stands firm as the heavens. R

2. How blessed the people who know your praise,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
who find their joy every day in your name,
who make your justice their joyful acclaim. R

3. For you are the glory of their strength;
by your favour it is that our might is exalted.
Behold, the Lord is our shield;
he is the Holy One of Israel, our king. R
SECOND READING: Romans 6:3-4, 8-11.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation; declare the wonderful
deeds of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:37-42.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his
holy name.
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PARISH MISSION

A parish mission - or retreat - is a time of
renewal, evangelization, and conversion,
rooted in the very identity of the Church.

From her earliest days, the Church has
gathered the faithful to rekindle faith, deepen
prayer, and renew the spirit of discipleship.

Typically, a mission includes:
e Morning Mass
e Midday Novena & Exposition
e Evening Mission Service
e Confession

For more info: Fr Tyrone Sam CSsR
Tel: 074 647 2229. Email: tyrone.cssr@gmail.com
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Live the Word

Mon 29 Jun SS PETER & PAUL, As
Acts 12:1-11; Psalm 34; Matthew 16:13-19

Peter’s "Lord, you know that | love you" (John 21:17)
and Paul’s "For me, to live is Christ, and to die is
gain" (Philippians 1:21), emphasizes unconditional
love and total sacrifice.

Tue 30 Jun (The First Martyrs of the Church
eIRReInalSIN Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Psalm 5; Matt 8:23-27
These First Martyrs were early Christians brutally execut-
ed by Emperor Nero in 64 AD, often burned as torches
or thrown to beasts. While many were anonymous,
their witness fo faith amidst persecution is celebrated.

Wed 1Jul Liturgy of the Day

Amos 5:14-15.21-24; Psalm 50; Matthew 8:28-34

As life changes and lurches in unexpected direc-
tions, cast fear aside and see it as a fime to nurture
faith. Instead of complaining, pray: ‘Here | am Lord.
I'm glad you're in charge and not me. What next?’

Thu 2 Jul Liturgy of the Day

Amos 7:10-17; Psalm 19; Matthew 9:1-8

The ego is normally only happy when it is able to
take something. “The ego’s highest task is to go
beyond itself into service, service to what is really
desired by the soul." — James Hollis

Fri 3 Jul STTHOMAS, A

Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 117; John 20:24-29

Even though Thomas may have initially doubted
Jesus' resurrection, he is also known for his intense
loyalty fo Jesus, saying "Let us also go, that we may
die with him". (John 11:16)

Sat 4 Jul (St Elizabeth of Portugal)

Amos 9:11-15; Psalm 85; Matthew 9:14-17

"Not with weapons, my son, we cannot fix the
problem with weapons, but rather with dialogue,
confinuing negofiations to fix these conflicts." — St
Elizabeth's words to her son, necessary for our times.

Sun 5 Jul 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Zechariah 9:9-10; Psalm 145; Matthew 11:25-30
Darkness is a fertile place for our questions with no
easy answers. As author Og Mandino says, " | will
love the light for it shows me the way; yet | will love
the darkness for it shows me the stars.

KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
As=Apostles; A=Apostle
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SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT
AND WATCHFUL FAITH

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time e Year A
Divine Office: Week | ® 28 June 2026

Pelagius and Augustine

ur Link series on schools of thought
Oand their challenges to faith, can be

seen against Jesus’ words about be-
ing “in the world but not of the world” (John
17:14-16). We now move : -
on to the teaching on grace |
which St Augustine refined |
during the increasing influ- §
ence of a thinker named |
Pelagius (354-418).

Pelagius held an optimis-
tic view of human nature.
He said that human beings
had it within themselves,
through sheer will-power,
effort and self-discipline, to
find salvation and become
saints. His ideas provoked
a decisive response from
Saint Augustine of Hippo
(354-430), whose acute
theological mind ensured |
the Church’s rejection of |
Pelagianism and shaped
Christian doctrine on grace
for centuries.

At the heart of Pela-
gianism was a denial of “original sin”, which
we today tend to describe as the pervasive
influence of evil in systems, structures and in
individuals. Pelagius argued that Adam and
Eve’s fall affected only themselves. They did
not “genetically” pass on sinful nature to hu-
manity. Human beings, therefore, are born
morally neutral, with the same capacity for
good or evil as Adam and Eve. Pelagius be-
lieved that humans possess full freedom of
will and are capable of obeying God’s com-
mands without needing divine grace. Sure,
they might misuse that freedom and commit
sin, but only because they are imitating the
bad example of Adam and Eve, not through
sharing in their DNA.

Augustine hit back. He insisted on the per-
vasive and continued effects of the original
sin of Adam and Eve who believed the ser-
pent that they could “go it alone”, as it were,
without God. Drawing on Scripture, Augustine
argued that all humanity shares in the fallen
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St Augustine disputing with the heret
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human condition, resulting in having a will
that is inclined toward sin and incapable of
choosing God without divine intervention. Au-
gustine does not deny human will but says it's
in bondage. God’s grace
is not merely helpful (Pe-
lagius) but necessary (Au-
gustine). It is God’s grace
. that liberates the will from
its bondage and realigns it
with God'’s will.

As the “doctor of grace”,
Augustine’s response to
Pelagianism was a robust
theology of divine grace
working with us inward-
ly, leading us in personal
growth and transforma-
tion. Faith is a gift from
God, not a human achieve-
ment. Augustine insisted
on the primacy of God’s
love and grace in our sal-
vation, and he undermined
any notion that human ef-
fort alone could win God’s
favour.

Augustine’s arguments were so compel-
ling that Pelagianism was condemned at the
Church councils of Carthage (418) and Ephe-
sus (431). His success lay not only in refuting
Pelagius intellectually but also in providing a
biblical framework that would shape Western
Christianity for centuries to come.

But we humans are slow learners. During
his pontificate, Pope Francis warned against
“neo-Pelagianism.” In his exhortation Evan-
gelii Gaudium (2013) he criticized “self-ab-
sorbed neo-Pelagianism” in which individuals
“trust only in their own powers” and feel su-
perior to others who don’t “follow the rules”.
For Francis, this modern form of Pelagianism
is marked by pride, legalism, and forgetting
the teaching of St Augustine on grace as
God’s free gift.

Today we also have Pope Leo XIV who, as a
member of the Augustinian order, constantly
refers to St Augustine, especially encouraging
us to follow his teaching on God’s grace.
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